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MiCAs PUBLIC DISCOURSE
[bookmark: _GoBack]SESSION PROCEEDINGS

1.0. Welcome Remarks: Delivered by Mrs. Halimah Yemisi Busari
The Public Discourse essentially emerges from the Celebration of the elevation of Justice Habeeb Wale Abiru and a celebration of his essence. He is passionate about the law, morals and ethics
MiCA started in June 1994, FOMWAN was concerned about young educated Muslims not identifying as such; Alhaja Okunnu and Alhaja Ladipo in the search of solutions birthed the Movement for Islamic Culture and Awareness with some young people struggling with their Islam brought themselves to grow and improve their Islam together. 
Justice Wale Abiru became the Amir; while meetings were being held at Jamatul-Nasrul Islam mosque, he was invited and as a punctual person that he is, he came to the meeting early and right there, he was appointed Amir on a collective ground. Present also at the event include: Honourable Chief Justice Kudirat Kekere-Ekun (CGON), Justice Lateefa Okunnu, Mrs. Toun Abiru, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, Supreme Court Judges.
 
2.0.  KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Morality, Ethics and the Law delivered by the Hon. Justice Kudirat Kekere-Ekun (Chairman of the Occasion)
As Salam alaykum warahmatullah wabarakahtu! I greet you all in the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful. My Lords, Honourable Justices of the Supreme Court here present, (His Eminence) the Emir of Kano, Distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

I am most delighted to address you at this Public Discourse on Ethics, Morality and the Law organised by the Movement for Islamic Culture and Awareness (MICA). Since its establishment in June 1994, MiCA has steadfastly spread Islamic value and culture necessary for the improvement of contemporary society. The facilitation of this discourse, which coincides with the 30th Anniversary, is a testament to MiCA’s unwavering commitment to the fulfilment of its core objectives and goals. While I earnestly look forward to the fruitful and rewarding deliberations that will ensure shortly, as the Chairman of this auspicious occasion, I have been given the honour of sharing a few thoughts, which will hopefully, set the tone for further discussions. 

There is no gain saying the fact that the theme, selected for this discourse, Ethics, Morality and the Law, are crucial to the sustenance of peace, balance and order within our society. Together, they serve as a propelling force for human conduct especially as it relates to inter-personal and intra-personal relationships.
 
Morality for instance deals with rules and standards, which serve as benchmark for appropriate conduct in the society, while Ethics often regarded as moral philosophy examines human morality probing what is considered morally right or wrong. Ethics evaluates the impact of morality on professions including the practice of law, providing a structured framework for interpreting human actions. 
With respect to law, it is important to establish that there is no universally accepted definition of the concept. While definitions have often been faulted for their focus on singular and particular aspects of the law, an Author and Professor of law, Joseph Bodenheimer once captured his complexity observing that ‘the law is a large mansion with many halls, rooms, nooks and corners’. It is extremely hard to eliminate with a search light every room, nook and corner at the same time’. From society perspectives, Law is mostly translated and viewed through the lens of justice, morality, reasoning, order and righteousness.

The nexus between law and morality, finds expression through the Natural law theory, which posits that Morality is the foundation for understanding the legal system.
The relationship between these two concepts is therefore complementary as both seek to order inter-personal relationships through justified norms. Law has been recognised as a primary factor influencing moral standard especially giving its enforcement mechanisms making it challenging to dispute that both morality and the law are deeply embedded in religion and tradition. Indeed, the common man perception of the law is also shaped by these influences. 

The Holy Books (Holy Qur’an and Bible), outline commandment and moral guidelines that are fundamental to the faithful of both Islam and Christianity, shaping the moral frameworks that underpins the lives of many. In a tradition setting, what was considered norm emerged from commonly accepted values within society where moral absolute, right and wrong were clearly defined. This differs from the complex mechanisms of proof, adjudication and the presumption of innocence that now characterizes modern legal systems. In this light, the courtroom is sometimes viewed as our adversarial arena, a sentiment captured in the Yoruba saying: ‘Aa kin ti ile ejo de wa se ore’, which means (No friendship exists, after court proceedings).The discourse we are about to engage in, is premised on the belief that good morals and ethical conducts are most effectively sustained with the support of the law and the judicial system.

Just as the Law, itself evolve from a collective desire to uphold moral and ethical standards, it has become essential in structuring a society that aligns with higher values in accordance with divine commandments. The interplay of these concepts, Ethics, Morality and the Law has not only shaped our legal system but also continued to reinforce societal norms and expectations. In exploring this relationship, we must consider how the law, ethics and morality have affected society together and separately. Historically, these 3 elements have contributed to the evolution of our court systems establishing the foundation of justice that can be relied upon today. 

 The influence of the two Abrahamic faith, prevalent in our society (Islam and Christianity) has been instrumental in shaping these standards, impacting societal laws and norms that the law subsequently embodies and enforces.

The role of the legal practitioner within this framework merits particular attention, the lawyer often seen as both antagonist and protagonist in the pursuit of justice must navigate a terrain where law, ethics and morality intersect. This delicate room requires balancing of the scriptures of the law, ethical considerations often contending with moral and legal questions that may seem at halt. As a Minister in the temple of justice, the lawyer’s commitment to justice involves upholding legal standards while advancing principles that honour society’s ethical expectations. 
The essence of Jurisprudence is indeed the study of this relationship between morality, ethics and the law, especially when considering the historical distinction between court of law and court of equity, which reflects humanity’s ongoing quest to balance justice with fairness.

 If only significant, is the perspective of the ordinary citizen who observes and assesses the extent to which ethics, morality and the law co-exist harmoniously in the society. When Clerics preach and Courts dispense justice, there is an expectation that legal outcomes will reflect the ethical and moral standards that underpin societal values. The degree to which this alignment is achieved influences public trust in the judiciary and law, ensuring that our legal system does not only administer justice but also resonates with the community’s moral convictions. It is essential however to recognise for societal advancement, law cannot be supplanted by moral or ethical limitations alone, giving the diversity of moral and ethical perspectives. The assertive nature of the law is therefore indispensable for peace, order and security, goals that cannot be reliably achieved through ethics and morality alone.  

Public acceptance of the law also hinges on its alignment is fundamental principled. The need for clarity, stability and independence of the judiciary, as well as the fair exercise of authority by Law Enforcement. With the presenters drawing demographics, I have no doubt that the discussions today will be both robust and engaging, offering us valuable insights into the nuances of this themes.

Distinguished guests, participants, ladies and gentlemen; in concluding my remark, I will like to partly congratulate my brother, Hon. Justice Habeeb Adewale Olumuyiwa Abiru (JSC), whose well deserved elevation we celebrate today. His Lordship has undisputedly distinguished himself in the judicial sphere, both as an academic and a jurist of great repute; and as such, this honour is well deserved, and is by extension a clear reflection of MiCA’s unwavering commitment to encouraging, promoting and advocating for Islamic excellence within the society. 

Furthermore, I must not fail to recognise and commend the assiduous efforts of my Lord, Hon. Justice Lateefat Bisola Okunnu, Yemisi Busari, and all other member of MiCA for their dedication to this movement. The outstanding success and progress that has been recorded in the last 2 decades reflects the enduring value of their effort. I therefore encourage all members to stay the course and remain devoted in advancing the distinctive vision of this movement. It is on this note, I say thank you all for attending and I wish us a fruitful and rewarding deliberations. Thank you!

3.0.  PANEL SESSIONS:

(a) Mr. Babatunde Raji Fashola (SAN, CON)- Ethics, Morality and the Law- The Role of the Legal Practitioner: 
 Perhaps, the greatest true that the human civilisation has ever invented is Law. We invented many things, that is why we have survived beyond our well-known ancestors, which have well documented, but the law has kept us going, it has separated us from animals; and being resolve our disputes and conflict, which are necessary by might. Law has constrained us to the civilisation that we now enjoy. According to Thomas Hobbes, ‘If there was no law, Life would be nasty, brutish, and messy’’. Of course, I acknowledge that Ethics and morality are the foundation from which law springs, and I make the point that often what then becomes legislated or accepted by the law is a function of most society now saying this is how we do it, and it often comes in the pursuit of development; as you become more civilised, you become more knowledgeable, our decisions change and our moral compass expands. 

A very popular example I like to use, is that today, it is no longer common to see people smoking, about 40 years ago, people could smoke on any flight; but knowledge through the human civilisation has made us know that it is harmful, and overtime we started to make laws that assigns designated smoking areas, and also for our own benefit, this makes the connection between how our knowledge and our ethical compass shapes what we then turn into law. 

Moving forward very quickly, I point to the Abrahamic faith, about the story of our great ancestors Adam and Eve and their reported fall from Grace, which was the circumstance of how they disobeyed the rule, which we all know. As beneficial as law, it has also at times become harmful and sometimes becoming insufficient in resolving our interactions, and in this regard, we will focus on two examples of case laws. 

As Law became harmful or insufficient, we also started devising some principles. One of the first principles I wish to refer to is the one expressed in the latin maxim, ‘Ubi jus ibi remedium’ which simply means that ‘wherever there is a right, there is a remedy’. I refer to the case reported in 1954, the point from the case is that, there was a dispute before a judge and one of the lawyers said, my Lord, this man cannot get a remedy in this court and the judge asked why, and he said nobody has ever done what he wants to do; and then there was this Judge, Lord Denning, said I do not agree with this and said ‘what is the argument on the other side, only this? That no case has been found in which this has ever been done before’ that argument does not appeal to me in the list; if we never do anything which has not been done before, we shall never get anywhere, the law will stand still, while we let the world pass us by and that is bad for both. The court then proceeded in signing a relief for the litigant. Law can be harmful or insufficient sometimes, but again, pro-activeness, progressive thinking such as Denning’s, found the way. 

Brining this principle back home, in the recent case involving the Federal Government vs. the 36 states of Nigeria about Local government funds and allocations, and perhaps unknown to some, this is not the first time. In 2004/20025, there was an attempt, when the matter went to the Supreme Court. In this current case, Justice Wale Abiru coincidentally sat in this appeal which was about the concern and reportage that some state government were mis-managing local government funds, there were mis-conducting themselves with regards to the funds. Long and short of this, there is a provision in the constitution, section 162(6) which provides that ‘monies that should go to the local government should be paid into an account called the state-joint local government account; but the Supreme Court in this instance did not do this in this case. They adopted an old tool, where Shall was constructed as permissive, and use another tools called Agency, the states are agents of the local government, and under law, someone does something for an agent is acting by himself, and pay the money directly to them. They concluded that it was appropriate to pay the money directly to the local government. However, while they agreed majority dissented on the point on section 162(6) as they were very clear provisions and that if they interpreted section 162(6) that time, they will be making judicial legislation. The point by reference to this decision was that there came ‘Ubi jus Ibi Remedium’, we will find an answer. 

Perhaps, not a lot of us recall how we got here; there were some references in that judgement. Before 1999, LGAs used to go and collect their monies directly, they called it ‘Jack’ with those familiar with the then Local government system. However, by the time up to 1999, there were many Local government workers that had not been paid for years, the monies were collected and mis-managed, and the staff were not paid. Even the Abrahamic faith postulates that workers must be paid his dues once he has done the job. These were some moral hurdles in the last decision; how can society not be developed? These were one of the things I learnt as a very young lawyer when some ‘strange decisions’ were given, and my teacher then used to tell me to learn how to rationalise decisions. This leads to the awful decision of the Supreme Courts across the world; sometimes they find a way to avoid the tools. I once appeared before them and while I was referring them to their rules, one of them said ‘Sir Fashola, we know our rules; we wrote them so leave it’.

Moving to the law seeking to protect itself for its own purpose. Sometimes the application of law can be rash and because it is a human intervention, there is no intervention of human that is not flawed; only Allah is perfect. It has caused injustice and so sometimes, the law tries to protect itself by taking away people who are harmful to us and in that process, we go into the realm of Criminal law, and either them confine them so we can be safe or in the extreme sentence them to death so we can remove them. Issues such as presumption of innocence were tools within law looking at whether or not we got it right. It is important, more appropriately one most famous movie that was shot in New York ‘When we see us’ when some teenagers were rounding up with one Attorney General trying to impress the public, and they jailed them for an offence they didn’t commit. They spent most of their productive lives in jail and they found out they did not commit the offence they were accused of; some of them had even died when they were released. 
This is developed at other principle that it is better for ten guilty men to go scot-free than for one innocent man to be committed to jail. This is why those who are not trained in the law and look at lawyers are liars. This goes on to justice according to the law; it is not justice according to how we see it. But there are safeguards to make sure we got it right, after all, there will be a next time.

The second case, I handled the Appeal at the Lagos State Court of Appeal. The case of the King Judge stadium in Lagos State. Let us imagine that someone was charged with an offence that happened at MUSON, but all the evidence was that it happened at KJV, let us assume that we have never been to Lagos before, MUSON and KJV does not sound the same, if we were Judges, would we have convicted the person? That was what happened in the case. 

The case and trial was as regard a robbery that took place in Ijora Bridge, but the evidence reflected that it happened at Costain; in spite of all the evidence, they convicted Ishola and sentenced him to death by hanging that was when we took the appeal. 
Now the point to make is that, no matter how knowledgeable is about that area, that is not his journey; and that is what seem strange to non-lawyers that we are liars, this is justice according to law, if the evidence does not match the charge the person must go home. This was what the Court of Appeal said when they set aside the death sentence and discharged and acquitted the appellant. 
Interestingly, this particular Ishola had confessed to 30 robberies; he was a confessed criminal but they did not charge him with those robberies, and the one they charged him with, he was not there and did not go. The Court of Appeal in par said that: ‘this appeal ought to be allowed, the judgement given on May 3 1985 convicting and sentencing the appellant is set aside, in its place I discharge and acquit the appellant’ This is the evidential part. Now the principle I was talking about, the appellant should take this opportunity to turn a new leaf in his life. The confession shows that he is a kingpin of the under-world; he may not be so lucky next time. 
This is justice according to law, the public will be outraged but this is how lawyers are trained to do it. We are not liars, and we are not manipulating things. This speaks to the need in my view, often times, lawyers and judges are not there when the things happen. It is the process of presenting the evidence, and Judgments are like a product, what does the lawyer offer, what support does the Judge have to make the case into judgement; the product of every judgement if you go and read properly is to see who were the lawyers who assist the court to come to those conclusions. The need for better-trained lawyers is a matter for another day. Thank you very much
 
(b) Rev. Prof. Konyinsola Ajayi (SAN) (Partner, Olaniwun LP): Ethics, Morality and the Law- Christian Perspective:
 I like to stand on the very broad shoulders of His Excellency (Former Governor, Babatunde Raji Fashola) and the CJN, when they spoke on the rule of law as that which underpins everything. Yes, the truth is that the rule of law underpins everything, but the rule of law from the perspective of ethics and morality today has underpinned us in decadence and lawlessness. So I am speaking as a priest now, and not as a lawyer. My question then is, are we all Brobrisky? I am sure we will all say never, from every point of view, from moral or ethics, but I want us to ask ourselves, is it the case when we talk about law, moral and ethics that there is lawlessness in the law today, and they say there is lawlessness in the law today because the Emir of Kano represents an emanation of that lawlessness today, because he is one Emir of Kano, who has another Emir of Kano under him as a result of the judgements of our court, in spite of warning from the office of the CJN at all times, the questions for us, and so, the question for us Muslims, as people of fate and as Judges is whether this is the law we speak about, this is the law that is underpinned by the rule of law, or this is the law as Governor Fashola said is the greatest invention of man; the thing that is enduring and is resilient and ensures we are not like animals, but we will be like animals is when the law is not the law, because the theory behind what he says is that the law provides certainty, but the law today is providing the greatest uncertainty that you can think about, otherwise we will not have a court in Nigeria today say there should be elections in Rivers and another one says there must be no elections. 

Now, what then is the morality and ethics in that and what is it we are doing as people of faith, what is it we are doing when we say that we are subject of the ultimate guardian of fate, the Almighty Allah, when we say that we are the fateful and seek His Mercy, and we know that the Almighty Allah, God Most High is a God of Justice. What is the justice in you at home, I am not now talking of the bench nor talking of law because Brobrisky is an anomaly, he is a man that dresses like a woman, he is a man that lives a false life and the question is whether we Muslims, Christians and Judges live false lives
Today, I intend to tackle from the mountain-top like a priest as you see, and the man on the mountain top was Moses who we all know, whether Christian or Muslim, and with the lamentations of Jeremiah. Jeremiah was a propjet that came and was always lamenting about the injustice in the society as the Emir of Kano does; and so I stand here today, to speak about those things and hide nothing, to speak the message of God, who is the Author of morality and ethics an indeed the law, and requires the law to be underpinned by these things. The law is not just what the CJN sees at top up, the law is what she sees at top-up and she is at the top of society not President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, because the way our constitution is designed is such that that she is the one with the last say, and that is why Justice Abiru can tell all the Local Governments in Nigeria and all the Governors that what you want to do, you cannot do. 

Let us begin to look at our position especially the Judges and as people of faith, what we do; and I think the reason to rethink about society and to go back to the lamentations we see in the society, because we all know of the lamentations in the society; there is nobody immune from it no matter how rich, or poor or high or low that you are. Now tell me the rich man that does not go through traffic or whose Rolls Royce does not go through pot-holes, or who when he goes out is not subject to attack by insurgence or armed robbers even if he has police men, or who does not get to meet area boys on the streets, now not people who have been turned into area boys because of the judicial system. The judicial system is the one that creates this people, we do one thing all of us, people of fate, we blame the judges. It is true that the corruption index says that the judiciary is the second worst emanation of corruption in the Nation, I didn’t say so, that’s what United Nation says by their data, and the various statistics, after the Nigeria police, the Judiciary.  

(c ) Professor Adele Jinadu (Former Dean, Faculty of Social Science-LASU)
One of the problem we have in politics and law, is that we fight over the meanings of the words, they are very fundamental, and because of that, we cannot approach social issues without starting from the premise that there are contradictions that we must explain, things are not the way they should be and things are not the way they appear to be; and I think that is what I will call the tragedy and absurdity of the human condition. 

Take the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and the whole religious experience is built from the Greek tradition Prometheus Bifurcation. Man has an incredible capacity for good, likewise for evil, but beyond that also, because of the ambiguity and contradictions of human experience, moral choices are not simply between good and bad. For me as a person, the most difficult moral conundrum I have faced is deciding between two good choices. 

The existentialist makes the point about a young man who have just been called for service in the French legionnaire, to go to war, at the point he was going, the mother felt gravely ill, so one of two things, should he stay with his mother or should he follow the path of patriotism. How can you decide that? It is not a choice between good or bad, but we have reduced morality between a choice of good or bad. In moral philosophy, the consequentialist ethics, that the good and bad of a position is not simply in the abstract, but when we are faced with circumstances and you have to make a choice, If I pursue this choice which is good or bad, what are the consequences. I have promised severally as an institution, we must always keep promises. I am going to give lecture to my student and I must be there punctually. I am on my way and there is an accident; should I stop and help carry that person to the hospital and break my promises to be with my students for 10am? The point I am making is that, on a daily basis, we are faced with acute moral choices, and they are not choices between good or evil. There is a popular Yoruba song we used to sing when I was a child, if your wife and mother are drowning, which one will you save first? I think this is important to keep this in mind 

(d) Dr. Aliyu Bashiru Umar (Imam Al-Furqon Mosque, Kano)- Ethics, Morality and the Law-Islamic Perspective:
We come now to the issue of ethics and morals, the definition of the Shariah, the Islamic law, gives it a universal connotation because it is not a law that makes a distinction between crime and sin, but it is rather a law that embeds the whole of human character, so it is defined as the ordainment that are revealed by God to regulate the relationship of man and God,  the relationship of men among themselves and the relationship of God and the whole creation for the purpose of attaining prosperity and happiness in this world and the hereafter, and these ordainments are in the field of belief, worship, character, life transaction and knowledge of the stages of the earth in its quest towards having realisation of the attributes and sublimed names of Allah. There is no dichotomy between the law, ethics and morals. 

Ethics and moral are firmly embedded in the Shariah, in the legislation. That is why we find that in the legislation of the Quran, exaltations have been made, not only punishment have been prescribed, but there are exhortation, appealing to the sense of ethics and morals in human beings, like what Allah says when making revelation waiting period for divorced and widowed women, he says that the prohibition of seeking their hands in marriage even if you are interested in them until they have completed the waiting period. Know that Allah knows what is in your heart and beware of Him and know that Allah is forgiving and He is patient and you will see many injections in the Qur’an where Allah says, ‘’This is better for you, for the purification of your souls and the purity of your character’’. This exhortation, they imply that in whatever instruction there is in the Shariah, these values and these considerations are central and paramount because Allah himself, who is the Legislator, this is what He does. 

 Well definitely, there are aspects of the legislation that comes from the jurists, because the law is dynamic and there are new happenings that are in need of new judgements, which is the area of the jurists, and they come up with laws and these laws are given the status of the law of Allah, that is why one of the authors of Islam, he called his book Lamul waqi-in, Robil allaamin ‘’Giving Knowledge to the people who are signing off on behalf of the Lord of the Universe’’, so the jurists, they are signing off on behalf of God, and in so doing, they have to have the first and foremost characteristic, of someone who possesses Taqwa.  

4.0. GENERAL COMMENTS
Un-named (Male): The topic resonates so strongly with me because several years ago, the law firm that I had the privileged of managing, organised a business luncheon and the topic was as almost the same as this as this which just a slight twist. It was; Morality, Integrity and Ethics in the practice of Law in Nigeria (Myth or Reality) , and I was so delighted when I listened to last speaker because when he spoke about integrity, I think that it is such a lynch pin in connecting everything that has been discussed. I will like to also just make that connection, I don’t know if it was Professor Ajayi or His Excellency who said it, the legal profession I think has a significant role to play in society and we sometimes underestimate the importance of the role we have to play.

Un-named (Female): I want to briefly talk about my role as an editor and a lawyer, what I try to do is to sometimes show the public when they think maybe a judgement is immoral to see the law and the reasoning behind it. Learned silk, Governor Fashola talked about the case of Ishola who was a self-confessed armed-robber, but in the particular case that he was prosecuted for, he said he was not there and the evidence did not point to the fact that he committed the crime, now, if that happened today, everybody would say that the judge took bribe, he is an armed robber or whatever; but I try to educate the public to show that a judge would only decide the case based on the law and the admissible evidence that is presented in court.

Prof Ayo Atsenuwa (DVC, University of Lagos): Balancing ethics in this 21st century, as what is ethical begins to shift, as what is morality  we are not that homogeneous in society in terms of values, everybody will see that is norm,  but there are other areas and I know that the challenge sometimes as a teacher of law especially criminal law, is balancing the interest in a multi-cultural society. 

Dr. Wale Babalakin (Principal Partner, Babalakin & Co.):  Before then, Judges of this land were revered, respected worshipped and they took their position. I will just give you two examples, it was rumoured that once, the Governor of Lagos, Mobolaji Johnson, sent words to JSC Taylor to attend the state dinner and he responded that sorry Mr. Governor, my files are very comprehensive, I won’t be able to come and that was the end of the story. Fast forward in Anambra, Allison Madueke was reputed to have requested Justice Araka to come for a function, he gave the same response, Araka had to leave the bench. Today, the judges have been turned into personnel of the state. There is no system that can have the judicial officers under the strong influence of the executive or the legislature that can do well. I have a heart-burn when I hear Governors of the states say ‘my judges’. It wasn’t like that in the Old Western state, no Governor in the Old-Western state would have the audacity to refer to any judge as ‘my judge’. Then I thank Lateef Fabgemi for what he has done to improve the remuneration of judges, but as I mentioned, this remuneration is totally inadequate, even with the increment. You need to put judges on a pedestal that they believe they can take care of all their needs without reference to anybody.
 
Chief Lateef Fagbemi SAN (Attorney General of the Federation): Everybody is a stakeholder, the Nigerian Bar Association, the Nigeria Law School, even at the secondary level, everybody is a stakeholder. When you know something is wrong, in the first instance, you are not supposed to take it to the court for adjudication, that is rarely the starting point, For the lawyers, everyone has his  own blame, the NBA for example, when you talk of conflicting judgement, when you know there has been an existing judgement and you are supposed to know, that is the practice offshore, if you are aware of a decision you must site it, you must to distinguish it, we all have this duty to perform. Lastly is the intersection of law and morality, I want to say that each has to be taken on its own merit. Even when you talk about morality, it is assumed that the legislature has taken this into consideration; the law is a reflection of what the society wants.

5.0. Q&As
 
· Halimah Aribious (Ansar-ru-deen Girls High School, Itire): Can an action be moral or illegal and immoral? 

Rev. Prof. Konyinsola Ajayi (SAN)- Partner Olaniwun LP: That because we don’t want an innocent man  got to jail, we create rules to make sure that only criminals goes to jail, and at times, that wall stopped bad people from going to jail, and the reason why they do so is this, if they lower the wall, innocent people will go to jail. Rather than one innocent man go to jail, we will let 99 bad people be free.

6.0. WRAP UP

His Eminence, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi (Emir of Kano): One way to take off is the verse Bashir made reference to, Surtaul Hadith where Allah says: ‘Allah sent his messengers with clear prof and sent down with them the Book and the balance, that mankind should uphold justice. The second half of the verse says: ‘’And we sent down the Ayyan and in that Ayyan, there is clear force and great benefit for mankind’. The jurists have interpreted the Ayyan as the power of the state. God sent messengers, God revealed the Book, God gave us guidelines, but God set up the power to set up that justice and to instil it. In our modern state, we will look at the Police and the Judiciary as the ayyan, when the police and the judiciary in any society stand up for justice, then the purpose of revelation is attained, when they do not, it is defeated. This is why in political science someone like Antonio Gramsci, talks about hegemonic state, the very first thing political society tries to do in hegemonic state is to co-opt civil society, and the key civil society elements it co-opts are the police and the judiciary into its project, once this can be done,  then it is able to go ahead and do what it wants, so it is extremely important as Wale Babalakin has said, again bringing things together,  to ensure that we begin to fight for the integrity and for the independence of not just the judiciary, but of  the Law Enforcement Agencies. Once they become depoliticised, we begin to see a major improvement in our belief and faith in the rule of law. 

 The second element that speaks to ethics are 2 verses, one from Suratul An-Nissai and the other Suratul Maidah, ‘O you who belief, be upright for justice, witnesses unto God, even of it is against yourselves, or against your parents or against those who are close to you. Now this verse tells us the need not be swayed by favouritism, by nepotism, by people we love, by people we like into injustice. In Suratul Maidah it says: ‘Be upright for Allah, witnesses for justice, and do not let the hatred of people sway you into injustice’. Again, taking these verses together, this is what you are all sworn to uphold, doing justice without fear and favour. The hatred from somebody or the love from somebody would not sway you. 

Hon. Justice Kudirat Kekere-Ekun (CJN)- The take home from everything that has been said, as the Honourable Attorney General pointed out, and this happens in every aspect of our society. It is unfortunate that by and large, our judges are courageous, knowledgeable and hardworking. It is just a few have given us a bad name. But from the theme of this discourse, what I would say as the thread that runs through everything, is that we are all people of fate whether you are Muslim or Christian, the fate that we profess, they teach us goodness, morality, integrity, uprightness. These are the things all our faith teaches us and therefore the change we want to see in the society is in each and every one of us, not just the judges, not just the lawyers, not just the politicians, every single person 

7.0.Celebrating MiCA @ 30: Interlude- MiCA 30th ANNIVERSARY DOCUMENTARY!!! 

8.0. APPRECIATION/VOTE OF THANKS:
 
Hon. Justice Habeed Adewale Abiru: We have heard the story about MiCA. MiCA started 30 years ago, it started as an idea, it was something that just wanted to create a forum, as an avenue for young Muslim professional, to participate in decisions about Islam, to feel part of a group, to be able to practice Islam while still working in corporate environments. We had a lot of challenges at the time, I remember when some of our sisters started wearing Hijab while working at the banks, they had issues, but we engaged the banks, we didn’t fight them, we engaged with the leadership of the banks, and we explained to them why this should be allowed. Luckily, those of us that started MiCA were lawyers, quite a number of us were lawyers, myself, Bisolawe knew the law and we got them to do the things right. 

Now MiCA has moved from us, now we have our children who are now taking over. A lot of things we are seeing today, all the multimedia, we didn’t do it, the young ones did it, so we have created generations upon generations of Muslims who are moving forward. 
There is someone here I just want to mention and specially for a reason, he is Imam AbdurRahman Ahmad, he is here. Honestly, himself and Prof. Oloyede, were people that gave us support when we started; when we had issues and did not know what to do, they strengthened us, and said look, you are on the right path, go ahead. If anyone ask me, who is my Sheikh. I would say Imam AburRahman Ahmad. I thank you for your constancy and for your continuous support. Anything you do is always here. 

9.0. CLOSING PRAYER by Imam AbdurRahman Ahmad (Chief Misisioner, Ansar-ru-deen Society of Nigeria): We ask Allah to give us peace in this country, to help us, to entrench justice for our benefit. We pray for the backbone of our polity, the last hope of the common man, the Judiciary. May Allah enable them to do right, may Allah instil in their hearts, the love of justice, fairness and equity 

10.0. Distribution of Plaques 

11.0. LESSONS LEARNED: 
Hon. Justice Kudirat Kekere-Ekun (CJN/Chairman of the Event): It is one of those things that brings about different perspectives. Because we have ethics, morality and the law. There is an interplay between the there of them. If you are an ethical person, does it mean that every aspect of the law you find compatible? How about morals? I feel that, as there are Muslims and there are Christians, we all have fate, how do our morals play out in our understanding of the law, in our obedience of the law. Where do ethics come in? 
His Royal Highness, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi (Emir of Kano): Of course the topic is on ethics, morality and the law, and I think that it is something that is relevant not just to Islam or Christianity, but to all of us, trying to understand exactly how law is related to ethics and to morality, and how we can ensure that the laws that we make and the laws that we implement, and the way we implement the law is consistent with the ethical values of the society

Mr. AbdulQadir O. Williams (Pioneer, MiCA Member): It is just a stepping stone to what they can actually achieve. 

Halimah Alibiosu (Ansar-ru-deen Girls High School Itire): It has really been interesting. I really like the lecture, it talks about morals, integrity. I learnt that one should not be partial, judge rightly. One should be fair to everyone, everyone is equal 

Hajia Bilkis Belgore (Legal Practitioner): I could have joined online, because I live in Abuja. I have come and I have not regretted coming. I found It thoroughly educational and all sorts of other thoroughly.

Hon. Rotimi Abiru (Celebrant’s Brother): Well, it is a very good one. We listened to the panellist, they spoke from different perspective, very critical at this point in time, about morality and the law. In all, I think it is a well thought out topic, the program is well organised.

Mrs. Abiola Olaitan (Legal Practitioner): I like the fact that it was not just about the judiciary, their integrity, it was beyond that, it is a systemic problem, it is endemic, it is all of us as stakeholders, everybody has a role to play. It is not enough to say that the judiciary is corrupt, what of the average Nigerian how we are contributing our quota to the society.

Abdulhameed Ademola Danmole (Executive Secretary, MiCA): Alhamdulliah, we are grateful to God. I do not think words cannot describe how we feel at the moment. It is an opportunity to be back in such a big way. MiCA had always wanted to be part of positive development and progress in this country, and decision was taken a few months ago to do this, and God was so Gracious to make it this successful. We look forward to an opportunity to take it further, so that the people of good can contribute, work together to ensure that we can all make this country a better place for everyone.
 
Chief Lateef Fagbemi SAN (AGF, Nigeria): A worthwhile venture of gathering. MiCA has come a long way and they have been able to put together people of diverse calling, backgrounds and fate. This matters a lot to have what I will call cross fertilisation of ideas about how to improve not only the justice system in Nigeria, but how to behave, to make Nigeria a better place for us all to live. 
Alhaji AbdulFatai Kekere-Ekun: This is the way to live, live with morality, integrity and everything will be alright for the nation. 

12.0. CLOSING REMARK: 
Justice Habeeb Wale Abiru: Alhamdulillah, I can only thank Allah for His Mercies and it also that shows that there is the need to do a lot more of this sessions in terms of discussing issues that pertain to the public and In sha Allah, we will do a lot more of it.

 We wish the Movement for Islamic Culture and Awareness more Rahmah in striving for the cause of Allah. Aamin! 







SUMMARY/ KEY POINTS FROM THE PANEL SESSIONS

1. Panel Sessions: Ethics, Morality, and the Law
· Mr. Babatunde Raji Fashola (SAN, CON): 
· Law is a crucial human invention that separates us from animals and resolves disputes.
· Ethics and morality are the foundation of law.
· Societal evolution and increased knowledge shape legal changes (e.g., smoking laws).
· Law can be insufficient or harmful, necessitating principles like "Ubi jus ibi remedium" (where there is a right, there is a remedy).
· Judicial pro-activeness is essential (e.g., Lord Denning's approach).
· Examples of case law were used to show how the courts have tried to solve problems, and how sometimes they have failed.
· The importance of presumption of innocence, and the danger of wrongful conviction.
· Justice according to the law, not personal views.

· Rev. Prof. Konyinsola Ajayi (SAN): 
· The rule of law is undermined by decadence and lawlessness.
· Questions the ethical and moral state of society, including the legal system.
· Criticizes conflicting court judgments and perceived judicial corruption.
· Emphasizes the need for justice rooted in faith (Christian perspective).
· Judges have a very important role to play in society.

· Professor Adele Jinadu: 
· Political and legal issues are complicated by differing interpretations of words.
· Human nature is inherently contradictory, capable of both good and evil.
· Moral choices are often complex, involving decisions between two good options.
· Consequentialist ethics: evaluating choices based on their outcomes.
· We are faced with moral choices daily.

· Dr. Aliyu Bashiru Umar: 
· Islamic law (Shariah) encompasses all aspects of human life, integrating ethics and morals.
· Quranic legislation includes exhortations and appeals to moral sense.
· Jurists have a responsibility to uphold "Taqwa" (God-consciousness) when interpreting and creating laws.
· There is no separation between law, ethics and morals in the islamic perspective.
2. General Comments:
· Integrity is a crucial element in legal practice.
· The importance of educating the public on the legal reasoning behind judicial decisions.
· The challenge of balancing ethical considerations in a multicultural society.
· The decline in the perceived independence and respect for judges.
· The need for adequate judicial remuneration and independence from executive influence.
· Everyone is a stakeholder in the justice system.
3. Q&As:
· Discussion on the conflict between legal and moral actions.
· Why it is better to let many guilty people go free than to jail one innocent person.
4. Wrap Up:
· The importance of a just and independent judiciary and law enforcement.
· The role of faith in upholding justice and ethical conduct.
· The need for individual responsibility in societal change.
5. MiCA's 30th Anniversary:
· MiCA's history and its role in supporting Muslim professionals.
· The evolution of MiCA through generations.
6. Lessons Learned:
· There is an actual interplay between ethics, morality, and the law.
· There is the need for consistency between law and ethical values.
· The importance of individual responsibility is key in societal improvement.
· The importance of cross fertilisation of ideas cannot be overemphasised.
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